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the dignity and equality of every person of
every race.
Our journey toward justice has not been
easy, and it is not over. Yet I am confident
that we will reach our destination. We have
been called to great work in our time, and
we will answer that call. We will defend our
freedom, and we will lead the world toward
peace. And we will unite America behind the
great goals of opportunity for all and for compassion for those in need.
I want to thank each of you for serving
this cause in your own lives. May God bless
your work, may God bless the Urban League,
and may God continue to bless the United
States of America.
NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. at the
David Lawrence Convention Center. In his remarks, he referred to Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.,
founder and president, Rainbow/PUSH Coalition;
and Mayor James A. Garner of Hempstead, NY.

Statement on the International
Initiative To Help Developing
Countries Stop Illegal Logging
July 28, 2003
Today my administration has announced
a new international initiative to help developing countries stop illegal logging. Illegal
logging destroys biodiversity and hundreds of
thousands of acres of forest habitat annually.
It releases millions of tons of greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere. Last year, I directed Secretary Powell to develop a plan to
address this serious issue. I thank him for
his efforts in establishing this initiative.
Working with the private sector, nongovernmental organizations, and other nations, the
United States will help identify and reduce
threats to protected forest areas and other
high-value conservation forests. These efforts
will serve as a foundation for future actions
to eliminate illegal logging, corruption in the
forest sector, and the sale—including for export—of illegally harvested timber products.
They will also help us protect forests and the
livelihoods that depend upon them.
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Statement on Signing the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003
and the Accompanying Executive
Order
July 28, 2003
Today I have signed into law the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 and
an Executive order sending a clear signal to
Burma’s ruling junta that it must release
Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi,
along with all other political prisoners, and
move down the path toward democracy.
These measures reaffirm to the people of
Burma that the United States stands with
them in their struggle for democracy and
freedom.
The Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act is the result of close cooperation between
my administration and Members of Congress
on both sides of the aisle, especially Senator
Mitch McConnell and Representative Tom
Lantos. Among other measures, the legislation bans the import of Burmese products.
The Executive order freezes the assets of
senior Burmese officials and bans virtually
all remittances to Burma. By denying these
rulers the hard currency they use to fund
their repression, we are providing strong incentives for democratic change and human
rights in Burma.
In May of this year, the Burmese Government tightened its grip on the people of
Burma when it organized an attack on the
motorcade of Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader
of the National League for Democracy
(NLD). Since then, Burmese officials have
ignored requests from around the world to
release Aung San Suu Kyi and other members of the NLD and to reopen NLD offices.
The repression of the Burmese regime
contributes to problems that spill across Burma’s borders, including refugee flows, narcotics trafficking, and the spread of HIV/
AIDS and other diseases. These problems affect Burma’s neighbors, and these nations
must play an important role in resolving the
current crisis. I urge the Association of
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) to continue to make clear to the regime that its

Sfmt 1244

E:\PRESDOCS\P31AUT4.001

P31AUT4

Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / July 28
behavior is inconsistent with ASEAN’s standards and goals. Burma should not be permitted to tarnish ASEAN’s record as a positive force for progress. I also welcome the
measures taken by the European Union and
Japan to bring about democratic change in
Burma.
The United States will not waver from its
commitment to the cause of democracy and
human rights in Burma. The United States
has raised the situation in Burma at the
United Nations Security Council and will do
so again as developments warrant. The world
must make clear—through word and deed—
that the people of Burma, like people everywhere, deserve to live in dignity and freedom
under leaders of their own choosing.
NOTE: H.R. 2330, approved July 28, was assigned
Public Law No. 108–61.

Executive Order 13310—Blocking
Property of the Government of
Burma and Prohibiting Certain
Transactions
July 28, 2003
By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601
et seq.), the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 (July 28, 2003), and section
301 of title 3, United States Code, and in
order to take additional steps with respect
to the Government of Burma’s continued repression of the democratic opposition in
Burma and with respect to the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13047 of May 20, 1997;
I, George W. Bush, President of the
United States of America, hereby order:
Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in section 203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA
(50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)), the
Trade Sanctions Reform and Export Enhancement Act of 2000 (title IX, Public Law
106–387) (TSRA), or regulations, orders, directives, or licenses that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any
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contract entered into or any license or permit
granted prior to the effective date of this
order, all property and interests in property
of the following persons that are in the
United States, that hereafter come within the
United States, or that are or hereafter come
within the possession or control of United
States persons, including their overseas
branches, are blocked and may not be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in:
(a) the persons listed in the Annex attached and made a part of this order; and
(b) any person determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with
the Secretary of State,
(i) to be a senior official of the Government of Burma, the State Peace and
Development Council of Burma, the
Union Solidarity and Development
Association of Burma, or any successor entity to any of the foregoing;
or
(ii) to be owned or controlled by, or acting or purporting to act for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property and interests in
property are blocked pursuant to this
order.
Sec. 2. Except to the extent provided in
section 203(b) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)), the TSRA, or regulations, orders,
directives, or licenses that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any
contract entered into or any license or permit
granted prior to the effective date of this
order, the following are prohibited:
(a) the exportation or reexportation, directly or indirectly, to Burma of any financial
services either (i) from the United States or
(ii) by a United States person, wherever located; and
(b) any approval, financing, facilitation, or
guarantee by a United States person, wherever located, of a transaction by a foreign
person where the transaction by that foreign
person would be prohibited by this order if
performed by a United States person or within the United States;
Sec. 3. Beginning 30 days after the effective date of this order, and except to the extent provided in section 8 of this order and
in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses
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