Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Nov. 13

Statement on Signing the Treasury
and General Government
Appropriations Act, 2002
November 12, 2001
Today I have signed into law H.R. 2590,
the ‘‘Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act, 2002.’’
I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The bill abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports several of my Administration’s key initiatives with funding for:
• the Prevention of Youth and Gang Violence Initiative, enabling the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms to continue its two programs that focus on
youth violence reduction;
• the Western Hemisphere Drug Elimination Act Initiative, which will allow
continued implementation of this Act by
the United States Customs Service;
• the New Counterdrug Research and
Technology Initiative, which doubles
the FY 2000 request for the
Counterdrug Technology Assessment
Center; and,
• the Drug Free Communities Initiative.
The Act funds the Department of the
Treasury’s law enforcement bureaus at $4.8
billion, which is comprised of $2.7 billion for
the U.S. Customs Service to protect our Nation’s borders and to facilitate the flow of legitimate trade and passengers, and $924 million for the protective operations of the
United States Secret Service, including $45
million for additional special agents. The Act
augments funding for Treasury’s ongoing efforts to target, detect, and dismantle terrorist
fund-raising and money laundering at home
and abroad. In addition, the Act provides
$139 million for the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center to train Federal, State,
and local law enforcement personnel.
I am pleased that the bill continues current
law provisions that prohibit the use of Federal funds to pay for abortions in the Federal
Employees Health Benefits Program, except
in cases where the life of the mother is endangered, or the pregnancy is the result of
an act of rape or incest.
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Unfortunately, the Act does not include
my proposal to consolidate the eighteen separate appropriations into a single appropriation for the Executive Office of the President. The Congress’ continued insistence on
specifying in extraordinary detail the specific
operations of the Executive Office of the
President unnecessarily infringes on my ability to freely manage my own office to meet
the Nation’s needs.
My Administration appreciates that the
Congress has worked expeditiously during
this difficult and trying time in our Nation’s
history to consider the FY 2002 appropriations bills. Now, through a renewed sense
of bipartisanship, the Congress and the Administration must work together to ensure
the timely enactment of the remaining bills.
George W. Bush
The White House,
November 12, 2001.
NOTE: H.R. 2590, approved November 12, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–67. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 13.

Statement on Signing the Legislative
Branch Appropriations Act, 2002
November 12, 2001
Today I have signed into law H.R. 2647,
the ‘‘Legislative Branch Appropriations Act,
2002.’’
The Act provides Fiscal Year 2002 appropriations for the Congress, the Congressional
Budget Office, the Architect of the Capitol,
the General Accounting Office, the Government Printing Office, and the Library of
Congress.
My Administration appreciates that the
Congress has worked expeditiously during
this difficult and trying time in our Nation’s
history to consider the Fiscal Year 2002 appropriations bills. Now, through a renewed
sense of bipartisanship, the Congress and the
Administration must work together to ensure
the timely enactment of the remaining bills.
George W. Bush
The White House,
November 12, 2001.
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NOTE: H.R. 2647, approved November 12, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–68. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 13.

The President’s News Conference
With President Vladimir Putin of
Russia
November 13, 2001
President Bush. It’s a great honor for me
to welcome President Vladimir Putin to the
White House and to welcome his wife, as
well. This is a new day in the long history
of Russian-American relations, a day of
progress and a day of hope.
The United States and Russia are in the
midst of a transformation of a relationship
that will yield peace and progress. We’re
transforming our relationship from one of
hostility and suspicion to one based on cooperation and trust that will enhance opportunities for peace and progress for our citizens and for people all around the world.
The challenge of terrorism makes our
close cooperation on all issues even more urgent. Russia and America share the same
threat and the same resolve. We will fight
and defeat terrorist networks wherever they
exist. Our highest priority is to keep terrorists
from acquiring weapons of mass destruction.
Today we agreed that Russian and American experts will work together to share information and expertise to counter the threat
from bioterrorism. We agreed that it is urgent that we improve the physical protection
and accounting of nuclear materials and prevent illicit nuclear trafficking. And we will
strengthen our efforts to cut off every possible source of biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons, materials, and expertise.
Today we also agreed to work more closely
to combat organized crime and drug trafficking, a leading source of terrorist financing.
Both nations are committed to the reconstruction of Afghanistan, once hostilities
there have ceased and the Taliban are no
longer in control. We support the U.N.’s efforts to fashion a post-Taliban government
that is broadly based and multiethnic. The
new government must export neither terror
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nor drugs, and it must respect fundamental
human rights.
As Russia and the United States work
more closely to meet new 21st century
threats, we’re also working hard to put the
threats of the 20th century behind us once
and for all, and we can report great progress.
The current levels of our nuclear forces
do not reflect today’s strategic realities. I
have informed President Putin that the
United States will reduce our operationally
deployed strategic nuclear warheads to a
level between 1,700 and 2,200 over the next
decade, a level fully consistent with American
security.
Russia and the United States have also had
vast discussions about our defensive capabilities, the ability to defend ourselves as we
head into the 21st century. We have different
points of view about the ABM Treaty, and
we will continue dialog and discussions about
the ABM Treaty, so that we may be able to
develop a new strategic framework that enables both of us to meet the true threats of
the 21st century as partners and friends, not
as adversaries.
The spirit of partnership that now runs
through our relationship is allowing the
United States and Russia to form common
approaches to important regional issues. In
the Middle East, we agree that all parties
must take practical actions to ease tensions
so that peace talks can resume. We urge the
parties to move without delay to implement
the Tenet work plan and the Mitchell report
recommendations.
In Europe, we share a vision of a European Atlantic community whole, free, and at
peace, one that includes all of Europe’s democracies, and where the independence and
sovereignty of all nations are respected. Russia should be a part of this Europe.
We will work together with NATO and
NATO members to build new avenues of cooperation and consultation between Russia
and NATO. NATO members and Russia are
increasingly allied against terrorism, regional
instability, and other threats of our age. And
NATO must reflect this alliance.
We’re encouraged by President Putin’s
commitment to a political dialog in
Chechnya. Russia has also made important
strides on immigration and the protection of
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