1834

Dec. 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

oak, and we planted her right outside the
house. I haven’t written my thank-you note
yet, so I’ll give them a verbal: Thanks for
the tree. It is a beauty. And we planted
about—I think we planted so far about 35
trees, live oaks and cedar elms, here. And
it’s going to be a beautiful sight for when
these trees—when they take off.
Did a little fishing yesterday, by the way—
not very successfully. The water is cold; the
fish are at the bottom. They’re not biting very
much. But just the fact that I was able to
fish was a nice treat.
Thank you all.
NOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. outside
the old residence at the Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to President Pervez Musharraf
of Pakistan; President Vicente Fox of Mexico;
President Jorge Batlle of Uruguay; President Ricardo Lagos of Chile; President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso of Brazil; Kenneth L. Lay,
chairman and chief executive officer, Enron
Corp.; and Eugene Scalia, nominee to be Solicitor
for the Department of Labor. Gen. Tommy R.
Franks, USA, commander in chief of the U.S.
Central Command, referred to his wife, Cathy;
and Hamid Karzai, Chairman, interim Grand
Council of Afghanistan.

Statement on Signing the
Intelligence Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2002
December 28, 2001
Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2883,
the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2002.’’ The Act authorizes appropriations to fund United States intelligence activities, including activities essential to success in the war against global terrorism. Regrettably, one provision of the Act falls short
of the standards of comity and flexibility that
should govern the relationship between the
executive and legislative branches on sensitive intelligence matters and, in some circumstances, would fall short of constitutional
standards.
Section 305 of the Act amends section 502
of the National Security Act of 1947, which
relates to executive branch reports to the
Congress under the intelligence oversight
provisions of the National Security Act. Section 305 purports to require that reports sub-
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mitted to the congressional intelligence committees by the executive branch on significant anticipated intelligence activities or significant intelligence failures always be in
written form, with a concise statement of
facts pertinent to the report and an explanation of the significance of the activity or
failure.
Section 502 of the National Security Act
as amended by section 305 of the Act shall
be construed for all purposes, specifically including for the purpose of the establishment
of standards and procedures under section
502(c) of the National Security Act by the
Director of Central Intelligence, in a manner
consistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to withhold information the disclosure of which could impair foreign relations,
the national security, the deliberative processes of the Executive, or the performance
of the Executive’s constitutional duties. Section 502 shall also be construed in a manner
consistent with the statutory responsibility of
the Director of Central Intelligence to protect intelligence sources and methods and
other exceptionally sensitive matters.
George W. Bush
The White House,
December 28, 2001.
NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 2883, approved December 28, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for assignment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2002
December 28, 2001
I have today signed into law S. 1438, the
‘‘National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002.’’ The Act authorizes the funding necessary to defend the United States
and its interests around the globe. In particular, it provides the resources needed to
continue the war against global terrorism, accelerate programs for defense against biological or chemical attacks, pursue an effective missile defense, properly support members of the Armed Forces and their families,
and begin to transform our Armed Forces
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