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Thanks for coming. God bless. Thank you
all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. at the
SeaGate Convention Centre. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Bob Taft and Auditor of State
Betty Montgomery of Ohio; Bernadette Restivo
Noe, chairman, Lucas County Republican Party,
and her husband, Tom; and former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks on Departure From Toledo
October 29, 2004

Al Jazeera Videotape of Usama bin Laden

Earlier today I was informed of the tape
that is now being analyzed by America’s intel-
ligence community. Let me make this very
clear: Americans will not be intimidated or
influenced by an enemy of our country. I'm
sure Senator Kerry agrees with this.

I also want to say to the American people
that we're at war with these terrorists, and
I am confident that we will prevail.

Thank you very much. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:53 p.m. at Toledo
Express Airport. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Statement on Signing the Ronald W.
Reagan National Defense

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2005

October 29, 2004

Protecting the American people is my
most solemn responsibility, and a superior
U.S. military is essential to that effort and
to fighting and winning the global war on
terrorism. The Defense Authorization Act of
2005 will continue to strengthen our security
and ensure that our troops are the best paid,
best trained, and best equipped fighting
force in the world.

We have increased military pay by over 20
percent since I came into office, and this leg-
islation includes the fourth consecutive pay
raise for our service men and women. It
funds more protective equipment like body

2695

armor and reinforced Humvees to keep our
troops as safe as possible.

This bill also continues the transformation
of our military and funds the technology and
advanced weapons systems we need. And it
keeps our commitment to our troops, military
retirees, reservists, and their families by en-
suring they get the health, housing, and other
benefits that they deserve. This bill will help
us continue to strengthen our all-volunteer
military.

Note: H.R. 4200, approved October 28, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108-375. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks in Columbus, Ohio
October 29, 2004

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for
coming. Thank you all for being here. Thank
you all for coming. Laura and I are honored
so many of you came out to say hello. You've
lifted our spirits.

I also want to thank Governor
Schwarzenegger for coming. It's such an
honor to have him here in Columbus and
campaigning on my behalf. You know, he and
I share some things in common. We both
married well. [Laughter] We both have trou-
ble speaking the English language. [Laugh-
ter] We both got big biceps. [Laughter] Well,
two out of three ain’t bad. [Laughter]

It’s great to be back in Columbus. I don’t
know if you know this or not, but my grand-
father was raised here. So why don’t you send
a home boy back to Washington? We love
campaigning in your State. Ohio is a wonder-
ful place. I'm campaigning hard to let people
know that I've got an agenda for 4 more
years.

Perhaps the most important reason why
you ought to put me back into office is so
that Laura is the First Lady for 4 more years.

I'm proud of my runningmate, Dick Che-
ney. I readily concede that he does not have
the waviest hair in the race. Youll be happy
to hear I didn’t pick him because of his hair-
do. [Laughter] I picked him because he’s a
man of sound judgment, excellent experi-
ence. He’s getting the job done for the Amer-
ican people.



