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day. They weren’t sure what was going on. 
They were on cell phones, using the modern 
technology to learn that the airplane they 
were on was being used as a weapon. 

Some of them didn’t panic. Probably all 
of them didn’t. They were on the phones to 
their loved ones. They said goodbye. I’m sure 
they said, ‘‘I love you.’’ They used the word 
‘‘love.’’ They said a prayer. One guy said, 
‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took the airplane into the 
ground to serve something greater than 
themselves in life. 

That’s the American spirit that is alive and 
well and strong. It is a spirit of sacrifice. It 
is a spirit of compassion. It is a spirit of de-
cency. And it is the spirit that allows me to 
boldly predict that out of the evil done to 
America is going to come an America that 
is more hopeful, more decent for every single 
person who’s fortunate enough to live in this 
country. 

No, you’re looking at one of the greatest 
optimists ever to hold the office of the Presi-
dency, because I understand America is the 
greatest nation, full of the most decent peo-
ple on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming today. May God 
bless you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:54 p.m. at the 
Dodge Theater. In his remarks, he referred to 
gubernatorial candidate Matt Salmon, who intro-
duced the President, and his wife, Nancy Salmon; 
Rick Renzi, candidate for Arizona’s First Congres-
sional District; Gov. Jane Dee Hull of Arizona; 
Cindy McCain, wife of Senator John McCain, and 
their son Jack; Trent Franks, candidate for Arizo-
na’s Second Congressional District; President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Ramzi bin al-Shibh, 
an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan.

Statement on Signing the Medical 
Device User Fee and Modernization 
Act of 2002
October 26, 2002

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5651, 
the ‘‘Medical Device User Fee and Mod-
ernization Act of 2002.’’ The Act protects pa-
tients from inappropriate reuse of medical 
devices, strengthens the inspection regime 
for medical device manufacturing facilities, 

modernizes Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) medical device operations, and estab-
lishes a program under which the users of 
the FDA’s medical device review services pay 
for those services. 

Section 201(a) of the Act enacts section 
704(g)(10) of the Food Drug and Cosmetic 
Act, which purports to make the operation 
of the ‘‘accredited persons’’ inspection provi-
sions for medical device establishments de-
pendent upon certain determinations by the 
Comptroller General, a legislative agent, of 
amounts obligated by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services for particular purposes. 
The executive branch shall construe this pro-
vision in accordance with the principles set 
forth in Bowsher v. Synar, 478 U.S. 714 
(1986). 

Several provisions of the Act require exec-
utive branch officials to submit recommenda-
tions to the Congress. The executive branch 
shall construe such provisions in a manner 
consistent with the President’s constitutional 
authority to submit for the consideration of 
the Congress such measures as the President 
judges necessary and expedient. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 26, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 5651, approved October 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–250. This statement 
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on October 28.

Remarks in Alamogordo, 
New Mexico 
October 28, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Hola.

Audience members. Hola.
The President. Si. Thank you all for com-

ing today. It’s a beautiful day here. Of course, 
every day is a beautiful day in New Mexico. 
I love to come to a part of the country where 
the cowboy hat is—the cowboy hat, instead 
of the tie, is a part of the work uniform. It 
kind of reminds me of home, right around 
the corner from here. 


