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As we observe Dr. King’s birthday, let us
honor his legacy and go forward with con-
fidence as a Nation united, committed to de-
stroying discrimination, and dedicated to ex-
tending the full blessings of liberty and op-
portunity to all Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January
15, 2007, as the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Federal Holiday. I encourage all Americans
to observe this special day with appropriate
civic, community, and service programs and
activities in honor of Dr. King’s life and leg-
acy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:33 a.m., January 12, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 16.

Proclamation 8100—Religious
Freedom Day, 2007

January 11, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Religious Freedom Day, we com-
memorate the passage of the 1786 Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom, authored by
Thomas Jefferson, and we celebrate the First
Amendment’s protection of religious free-
dom.

Across the centuries, people have come to
America seeking to worship the Almighty
freely. Today, our citizens profess many dif-
ferent faiths, and we welcome every religion.
Yet people in many countries live without the
freedom to worship as they choose and some
face persecution for their beliefs. My Admin-
istration is working with our friends and allies
around the globe to advance common values

and spread the blessings of liberty to every
corner of the world. Freedom is a gift from
the Almighty, written in the heart and soul
of every man, woman, and child, and we must
continue to promote the importance of reli-
gious freedom at home and abroad.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 2007,
as Religious Freedom Day. I call on all
Americans to reflect on the great blessing of
religious liberty, endeavor to preserve this
freedom for future generations, and com-
memorate this day with appropriate events
and activities in their schools, places of wor-
ship, neighborhoods, and homes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:33 a.m., January 12, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 16.

Statement on Signing the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Reauthorization Act of

2006
January 12, 2007

Today I have signed into law H.R. 5946,
the “Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Reauthorization Act of
2006.” The Act sets a firm deadline to end
overfishing in America; contributes to re-
plenishing America’s fish stocks; strengthens
enforcement of America’s fishing laws; and
implements international agreements on
fishery management and the protection of
polar bears.

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions of the Act that purport to direct or bur-
den the conduct of negotiations by the execu-
tive branch with foreign governments or
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international organizations in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional au-
thority to conduct the Nation’s foreign af-
fairs, including the authority to determine
which officers shall negotiate for the United
States with a foreign country, when, in con-
sultation with whom, and toward what objec-
tives, and to supervise the unitary executive
branch. Such provisions include subsections
609(c) and 610(b) of the High Seas Driftnet
Fishing Moratorium Protection Act, as en-
acted by section 403 of the Act; section 408
of the Act; and section 505 of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as enacted
by section 902 of the Act.

Subsection 505(a) of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as enacted by section
902 of the Act, purports to condition the au-
thority granted to the President to make ap-
pointments upon prior consideration of rec-
ommendations from particular sources and
purports to limit the qualifications of the pool
of persons from whom the President may se-
lect appointees in a manner that rules out
alarge portion of those persons best qualified
by experience and knowledge to fill the posi-
tions. Also, provisions of the Act, such as sec-
tion 303A(c)(6)(D)(i) of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, as enacted by section 106 of the Act,
purport to give significant governmental au-
thority of the United States to individuals
who are not appointed in accordance with
the Appointments Clause of the Constitu-
tion. The executive branch shall construe
these provisions in a manner consistent with
the Appointments Clause.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 510 of the Act, relating to notifications
regarding certain entry and transit of speci-
fied portions of the United States Exclusive
Economic Zone, in a manner consistent, to
the maximum extent permissible, with trea-
ties to which the United States is a party and
other international obligations of the United
States.

George W. Bush
The White House,
January 12, 2007.

NotE: H.R. 5946, approved January 12, was as-
signed Public Law No. 109-479.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 6

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

On January 5, 2007, the President made
additional disaster assistance available to
Florida by authorizing an increase in the
level of Federal funding for public assistance
projects undertaken as a result of Hurricane
Wilma.

January 7

The President declared a major disaster in
Nebraska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe winter storms on De-
cember 19, 2006, through January 1, 2007.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by a severe winter storm on De-
cember 28-31, 2006.

January 8

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had separate tele-
phone conversations with President Enrique
Bolanos and President-elect Jose Daniel Or-
tega Saavedra of Nicaragua.

In the afternoon, in the Old Family Dining
Room, the President had lunch with Presi-
dent Jose Manuel Durao Barroso of the Eu-
ropean Commission.

The President announced his designation
of the following individuals as members of
the Presidential delegation to attend the in-
auguration of Jose Daniel Ortega Saavedra
as President of Nicaragua on January 10: Mi-
chael O. Leavitt (head of delegation); Paul
A. Trivelli; John J. Danilovich; and Thomas
A. Shannon, Jr.

The President announced his designation
of the following individuals as members of
the Presidential delegation to Quito, Ecua-
dor, to attend the inauguration of Rafael



