Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Dec. 10

Remarks at Fort Belvoir, Virginia
December 10, 2004
Listen, Laura and I are thrilled to be out
here, and we want to thank you all for greeting us and thank you for giving us a chance
to participate in this assemblyline of compassion.
First, I want to thank Elaine Rogers, who
is the president of the USO of metropolitan
Washington. Ned Powell—I appreciate Ned
for being here as well. It turns out that my
grandfather Prescott S. Bush was the first
president and CEO of USO, so it’s only fitting that I’m coming—working in the
assemblyline. [Laughter] But I want to thank
you for your leadership.
I want to thank Cheryl Hall. I want to
thank Colonel T.W. Williams, the garrison
commander of Ft. Belvoir. I want to thank
Command Sergeant Major Andre Douglas.
He reminded me that he and I spent Thanksgiving together last year in Baghdad. So it’s
great to see you again, Command Sergeant
Major. I want to thank Mary Jo Myers, the
wife of my friend General Richard Myers,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs.
Most of all, I want to thank all the volunteers who are here. I want to thank your spirit.
So, Scott asked me what’s—what are we
doing? I said, ‘‘We’re sending packages to
our troops overseas, a package full of all different goodies, you know, a little gum, playing cards.’’ But you can’t ever thank the
troops enough. This is one way of saying
America appreciates your service to freedom
and peace and our security. You can’t put
enough playing cards in there; you can’t put
enough sticks of gum.
But I hope our troops understand that with
this package comes a lot of support and a
lot of affection from not only a husband or
a wife or a mom or a dad but, equally important, an average citizen who you never met,
somebody who deeply appreciates your service, somebody who understands the mission,
and somebody who stands solidly with you
as you work to make the world a better place.
I know it’s hard for our families—military
families to be separated from a loved one
during any time but, in particular, during the
holiday season. And so we ask for God’s
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blessings, not only on our troops who are
overseas, but we ask for the Lord’s blessings
on our family members.
This is—this whole operation here is
cranking out a lot of care packages. So far,
480,000 soldiers overseas have received a
care package. And with it, as I said, is a message of good will and hope. We’re—this is
an historic time we live in. The world is
changing. And as it changes, as the world becomes more free, America becomes more secure and the peace we all long for becomes
more real.
And so during these holiday seasons, we
thank our blessings, and one of the greatest
blessings of all is the United States military
and their families. Thank you for having us.
I look forward to coming by to thank each
of you.
Our intention here is not to stop progress
but to encourage progress. [Laughter]
Thanks for your hard work. If any of our fellow citizens are interested to know how you
can help, there’s a web page set up at the
Defense Department and/or at the USA
Freedom Corps for ways to help the USO
or any other organization that supports our
United States military.
God bless you all, and thanks for letting
us come by.
NOTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in the
USO Warehouse. In his remarks, he referred to
Edward A. Powell, Jr., president and chief executive officer, United Service Organizations, Inc.;
and Cheryl Laaker Hall, director, Operation USO
Care Package. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Statement on Signing the Veterans
Benefits Improvement Act of 2004
December 10, 2004
Today, I have signed into law S. 2486, the
‘‘Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of
2004.’’ The Act modifies and extends housing, education, and other benefits for the Nation’s veterans.
Section 3677(d)(2)(B) of title 38, United
States Code, as enacted by section 108 of
the Act, purports to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to make a recommendation
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to the Congress on whether to continue a
specified pilot project beyond its statutory expiration date, which would require enactment of legislation. Section 4332 of title 38,
as amended by section 202 of the Act, purports to require officials in the executive
branch to submit recommendations for legislative action in certain circumstances. The
executive branch shall implement these provisions in a manner consistent with the President’s constitutional authority to supervise
the unitary executive branch and to recommend for the consideration of the Congress such measures as the President judges
necessary and expedient.
George W. Bush
The White House,
December 10, 2004.
NOTE: S. 2486, approved December 10, was assigned Public Law No. 108–454.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements
The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest announced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 4
In the morning, the President had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Philadelphia, PA, to attend the Army-Navy
football game at Lincoln Financial Field. Before the game, he met with both teams in
their locker rooms and participated in the
opening coin toss. He watched the first half
of the game from Army’s side of the field
and the second half from Navy’s.
In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.
December 5
In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush attended the Kennedy Center Honors
ceremony at the John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts.
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December 6
In the morning, the President had an intelligence briefing.
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with President Abdoulaye
Wade of Senegal. Later, on the State Floor,
he and Mrs. Bush participated in the Children’s Christmas Reception and Program.
Also in the afternoon, the President met
with bipartisan Members of Congress to discuss Social Security.
The President announced his appointment
of Gerald A. Reynolds and Ashley L. Taylor
as members of the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights.
The President announced his designation
of Gerald A. Reynolds and Abigail
Thernstrom as Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, respectively, of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights, with the concurrence of a
majority of the Commission.
The President announced his intention to
appoint Kenneth Marcus as Staff Director of
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, with
the concurrence of a majority of the Commission.
December 7
In the morning, the President traveled to
Miramar, CA. While en route aboard Air
Force One, he had an intelligence briefing.
Upon arrival, he met with Kathryn Ostapuk,
whom he presented with the President’s Volunteer Service Award.
Later in the morning, the President traveled to Camp Pendleton, CA, where he presented the Presidential Unit Citation to the
Combined Joint Special Operations Task
Force SOUTH/Task Force K–BAR. Later,
he had lunch with military personnel.
In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC, arriving in the evening.
December 8
In the morning, the President had an intelligence briefing and met with the National
Security Council.
During the day, the President participated
in separate holiday receptions with members
of the Presidential Protective Detail and staff
members of the White House and the Executive Office of the President.
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