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the ‘‘confidentiality, integrity and availability’’ 
of computer data and systems, as well as 
using computer systems to engage in conduct 
that would be criminal if committed outside 
the cyber-realm, i.e., forgery, fraud, child 
pornography, and certain copyright-related 
offenses. The Convention also requires Par-
ties to have the ability to investigate com-
puter-related crime effectively and to obtain 
electronic evidence in all types of criminal 
investigations and proceedings. 

By providing for broad international co-
operation in the form of extradition and mu-
tual legal assistance, the Cybercrime Con-
vention would remove or minimize legal ob-
stacles to international cooperation that delay 
or endanger U.S. investigations and prosecu-
tions of computer-related crime. As such, it 
would help deny ‘‘safe havens’’ to criminals, 
including terrorists, who can cause damage 
to U.S. interests from abroad using computer 
systems. At the same time, the Convention 
contains safeguards that protect civil liberties 
and other legitimate interests. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the 
Cybercrime Convention, and that it give its 
advice and consent to ratification, subject to 
the reservations, declarations, and under-
standing described in the accompanying re-
port of the Department of State. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 17, 2003.

Statement on the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court Decision on 
the State’s Ban of Same Sex 
Marriages 

November 18, 2003

Marriage is a sacred institution between 
a man and a woman. Today’s decision of the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court vio-
lates this important principle. I will work with 
congressional leaders and others to do what 
is legally necessary to defend the sanctity of 
marriage.

Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on 
Comprehensive Energy Legislation 
November 18, 2003

I am pleased with the strong bipartisan 
support for a national energy policy that will 
use technology, conservation, renewables, 
and increased production of energy at home. 
For the past 2 years, the passage of a com-
prehensive national energy policy has been 
a top priority for my administration, and I 
commend the House for its vote today and 
urge the Senate to act expeditiously as well. 
America will be more prosperous and more 
secure when we are less dependent on for-
eign sources of energy. Reliable and afford-
able energy is critical to our economic secu-
rity, our national security, and our homeland 
security. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment.

Statement on Signing the Animal 
Drug User Fee Act of 2003
November 18, 2003

Today, I have signed into law S. 313, the 
‘‘Animal Drug User Fee Act of 2003.’’ The 
Act is designed to expedite the animal drug 
development process, while continuing to en-
sure the safety and effectiveness of animal 
drugs. 

Section 4(a) of the Act purports to require 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to submit legislative recommendations to the 
Congress and to establish procedures by 
which the Secretary must formulate such rec-
ommendations. The legislative power does 
not extend to requiring the Executive submit 
legislative recommendations to the Congress 
nor to specifying procedures by which the 
Executive must formulate any legislative rec-
ommendations that the Executive makes. 
The executive branch shall execute section 
4(a) in a manner consistent with the Con-
stitution’s exclusive commitments to the 
President of the authority to submit for the 
consideration of the Congress such measures 
as he judges necessary and expedient and the 
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authority to supervise the unitary executive 
branch. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 18, 2003. 

NOTE: S. 313, approved November 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–130.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the National Money 
Laundering Strategy 
November 18, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 2(a) of the Money 

Laundering and Financial Crimes Strategy 
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105–310; 31 U.S.C. 
5341(a)(2)), enclosed is the 2003 National 
Money Laundering Strategy, prepared by my 
Administration. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 18, 2003.

Remarks at Whitehall Palace in 
London, United Kingdom 
November 19, 2003

Thank you very much. Secretary Straw and 
Secretary Hoon, Admiral Cobbold and Dr. 
Chipman, distinguished guests: I want to 
thank you for your very kind welcome that 
you’ve given to me and to Laura. I also thank 
the groups hosting this event, the Royal 
United Services Institute and the Inter-
national Institute for Strategic Studies. We’re 
honored to be in the United Kingdom, and 
we bring the good wishes of the American 
people. 

It was pointed out to me that the last noted 
American to visit London stayed in a glass 
box dangling over the Thames. [Laughter] A 
few might have been happy to provide similar 
arrangements for me. [Laughter] I thank Her 
Majesty the Queen for interceding. [Laugh-
ter] We’re honored to be staying at her 
house. 

Americans traveling to England always ob-
serve more similarities to our country than 

differences. I’ve been here only a short time, 
but I’ve noticed that the tradition of free 
speech, exercised with enthusiasm—[laugh-
ter]—is alive and well here in London. We 
have that at home too. They now have that 
right in Baghdad as well. 

The people of Great Britain also might see 
some familiar traits in Americans. We’re 
sometimes faulted for a naive faith that lib-
erty can change the world. If that’s an error, 
it began with reading too much John Locke 
and Adam Smith. Americans have, on occa-
sion, been called moralists who often speak 
in terms of right and wrong. That zeal has 
been inspired by examples on this island, by 
the tireless compassion of Lord Shaftesbury, 
the righteous courage of Wilberforce, and 
the firm determination of the Royal Navy 
over the decades to fight and end the trade 
in slaves. 

It’s rightly said that Americans are a reli-
gious people. That’s in part because the 
‘‘Good News’’ was translated by Tyndale, 
preached by Wesley, lived out in the example 
of William Booth. At times, Americans are 
even said to have a puritan streak. And where 
might that have come from? [Laughter] Well, 
we can start with the Puritans. 

To this fine heritage, Americans have 
added a few traits of our own, the good influ-
ence of our immigrants, the spirit of the fron-
tier. Yet, there remains a bit of England in 
every American. So much of our national 
character comes from you, and we’re glad 
for it. 

The fellowship of generations is the cause 
of common beliefs. We believe in open soci-
eties ordered by moral conviction. We be-
lieve in private markets humanized by com-
passionate government. We believe in econo-
mies that reward effort, communities that 
protect the weak, and the duty of nations to 
respect the dignity and the rights of all. And 
whether one learns these ideals in County 
Durham or in west Texas, they instill mutual 
respect, and they inspire common purpose. 

More than an alliance of security and com-
merce, the British and American peoples 
have an alliance of values. And today, this 
old and tested alliance is very strong. 

The deepest beliefs of our nations set the 
direction of our foreign policy. We value our 
own civil rights, so we stand for the human 
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